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OUR SERVICE HANDBOOK
FOR IRELAND - extracts.
“Our Twelfth Step - carrying the
message - is the basic service that the
AA Fellowship provides; this is our
principal aim and the main reason for
our existence. Therefore AA is more than
a set of principles; it is a Society of
Alcoholics in action. We must carry this
message, else we ourselves can wither
and those who haven’t been given the
truth may die.” Bill W.

For our group purpose, there is but one
ultimate authority, a loving God as He
may express Himself in our Group
Conscience. Our leaders are but trusted
servants, they do not govern. (Tradition 2).
This Tradition is the sole authority for
AA Services, whether for Groups, Area
Committees, Intergroup Committees or
for the Fellowship as a whole.

The General Service Conference,
therefore, begins with the Group
Conscience. It also leads back to the
Group, since the Group has the final
responsibility for carrying into operation
the decisions agreed upon by
Conference.

The General Service Conference of AA
in Ireland is the means by which AA in
this country functions and is therefore

the heart of AA’s Third Legacy
of Service. If Conference is to do its
work effectively, it must operate
according to acceptable and orderly
procedures, the aim of which should be
to involve the Fellowship as widely as
possible. 

AA in Ireland continues to adhere firmly
to the principles contained in the Twelve
Concepts of World Service, the Twelve
Steps and Twelve Traditions and to the
Big Book “Alcoholics Anonymous”.
These are the yardsticks by which the
activities of AA in Ireland must be
measured.

.......Our AA Service is anything
whatever that helps us to reach a fellow
sufferer ranging all the way from the
Twelfth Step itself to a phone call and a
cup of coffee, and to AA’s General
Service Office for All-Ireland and
international action.

The sum total of all these services is our
Third Legacy of Service.

The views and opinions expressed in The News Sheet are not
necessarily those of the Fellowship of Alcoholics Anonymous 

in Ireland as a whole.



This is a handbook, then, of suggestions
drawn from AA experience all over the
world to help group members keep
informed, to look beyond ourselves and
to other people in other groups and get
a glimpse of what it can be like to be
fully fledged, grown-up member of the
worldwide AA family, where all AA
adults know they are responsible, not
only for themselves, but also for their
fellow members.

Most of us learn that recovery from
alcoholism is not just a gift to be
clutched selfishly for oneself. It also
means responsibility for service to
others, in many ways inside AA as well
as outside.

The General Service Conference agreed
in March 2018 to provide the
Fellowship with suggested aids to service
at various levels of our Structure and
these are to be distributed to all relevant
levels of the Service Structure presently.
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Declaration of Unity
This we owe to AA’s future:

To place our common welfare first;
To keep our fellowship united.

For on AA unity depend our lives;
and the lives of those to come.

Template for Intergroup Financial Report
(extract)

Template for Area C’ttee Financial Report
(extract)

Group Treasurer Record Sheet (extract)

AA Group Treas. Report to Group Conscience
(extract)

Updated Group Financial Guidelines & Record Book

Replaces Treasurer’s Notebook & Former Guidelines
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“We cannot transmit that which we haven’t got”  -  The Big Book
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General Service Office of Alcoholics Anonymous
Unit 2, Block C, Santry Business Park

Swords Road, Dublin 9
Telephone: (01) 8420700 Fax: (01) 8420703

gso@alcoholicsanonymous.ie

The News Sheet is intended as an aid to SERVICE throughout the Fellowship in Ireland.
Your suggestions as to form and content of the News Sheet will be especially welcome.

Service Structure of The Fellowship in Ireland
Alcoholics Anonymous has been 

called an upside-down
organization 

because, as the structure chart shows,
the Groups are on top and the Trustees

at the bottom.
Bill W. wrote in Concept 1 “The AA Groups

today hold ultimate responsibility and final
authority for our world service..... “.Then in

Concept 2, Bill made it clear that the Groups
“delegated to the Conference complete authority

for the active maintenance of our world service
and thereby made the Conference... the actual voice

and effective conscience for our whole society”. Bill’s
early vision was of a worldwide structure.  However, the

Conference structures in countries outside of the
U.S./Canada evolved as autonomous entities.

AA Conference includes the Board,
the Board Secretary, the four Intergroup
Delegates and Intergroup Secretary
together with our two World 
Service Delegates

Each Group is entitled to
send two GSRs to Area

The Board itself is made up of four Alcoholic
Trustees and three non-Alcoholics Trustees.

View your News Sheet online at www.alcoholicsanonymous.ie

A.A.'s Twelve Steps are a group
of principles, spiritual in their
nature, which, if practised as a

way of life, can expel the
obsession to drink and enable
the sufferer to become happily

and usefully whole. 
From the preface of the 

Twelve and Twelve


