
Introduction

“Fellowship is a state of grace
where mistakes are rubbed out 

and not rubbed in”

“It’s not a matter of getting it right
all the time but of getting it wrong

less often”

Heard at my Home Group

AA Money - Where it comes from
- Where it goes

Probably one of the more difficult
tasks faced by our trusted servants
throughout the Fellowship is
keeping us members aware of our
self-support Tradition (Tradition
Seven). The mere mention of
money raises the antagonism of
many of us, and who wishes to
antagonise his friends? And yet, we
live in the real world, and in the
real world, what we need as a
Fellowship to function does cost
money. Not enormous amounts, but
money nevertheless; and this
edition of The News Sheet looks at
money in A.A. 
But first let’s examine A.A 's
Traditions regarding money -
money for carrying our message.

Traditions - Six/Eight advises us
what not to use our money for;
finance any related facility, or
outside enterprise, or charge or pay
for Twelfth Step work. 

Our source of money is limited and
A.A. depends on each one of us, in
the light of our own circumstances
to accept our responsibilities in
providing the money necessary to
the Fellowship to enable it to carry
our message. 

This we do by providing meeting
places; refreshments, literature, PI,
Prison and Hospital Service that
have enabled us to reach suffering
alcoholics in ever increasing
numbers. Past experience and
examples of Group, Area and
Intergroup Accounts show that a
large portion of our contribution is
legitimately spent by our Groups
and with Area and Intergroups
having covered their costs, a
relatively small portion remains for
GSO.

Recovery has enabled us become
“happily and usefully whole”.

We are part of Fellowship that is
both local and universal. Our
contribution to Service is also an
investment in ourselves. Our
involvement in Service has a ripple
effect. It enables our service offices
to fulfil vital roles and act as a
catalyst in providing key services
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The views and opinions expressed in The News Sheet are not
necessarily those of the Fellowship of Alcoholics Anonymous 

in Ireland as a whole.

Declaration of Unity
This we owe to AA’s future:

To place our common welfare first;
To keep our Fellowship united.

For on AA unity depend our lives;
and the lives of those to come.



Committee, the Intergroup and
the General Service Office,
which are the structures provided.

Our various Service Committees
which do the work of AA need
money to function. Examples are
Phones, Public Information
(including Official Website and
App), Hospitals, Prisons,
Archives, Publications (News Sheet
& The Road Back) and to keep Irish
AA in touch and in unity with
European AA and World AA .
The Annual Conference needs to be
financed and the Board of
Trustees need money to run the
General Service Office and to
perform their other services to the

Fellowship. 

Conference
recommends that
the Fellowship
maintains our Self-
Support Traditions

and refrains from running raffles at
any AA Functions

(3) “Our spiritual way of life is safe
for future generations if, as a society,
we resist the temptation to receive
money from the outside world. But
this leaves us with a responsibility,
one that every member ought to
understand. We cannot skimp when
the Treasurer of our Group passes
the basket. Our
Group, our Area and
as a whole, will not
function unless our
services are sufficient
and their bills paid.”

to our members,
the general public
and the
professional
community all to
the one end…
carrying our
message of recovery to the alcoholic
who still suffers. 

This all happens as a result of our
own personal engagement with the
structure and its elements of service
and also when another arm of
spirituality is activated at our
meetings… i.e. when the basket is
passed around.

Our Green Handbook... the
Group Conscience
of AA in Ireland
states:- 

FINANCE OR AA
MONEY

(1) “Every AA Group ought to be
fully self-supporting, declining
outside contributions”. Money
contributed at AA meetings,
belongs to AA as a whole. These
contributions pay for rent, heat,
refreshments, literature,
insurance and any other relevant
expense approved of - by the
Group Conscience.

(2) The Group Treasurer “strictly
accountable takes the money,
banks it, pays the rent and other
bills”. The remainder, except for a
small prudent reserve (where this
is necessary), ought to be
forwarded on through the Area
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View your News Sheet online at www.alcoholicsanonymous.ie

News Sheet April/May 2017 Page 3

* * * * * * * * * * * * *

!"#$%!&'()*+',-)!"./
0"#$)*--)1'2-34()
564724#,64

6)/*@"1&)$11*+'&/1N*O0'2/%"7/N*
P"1?"8*Q;R<*B::E<<KL***************
6)/2/-**)829):'22(6;

!!4()*+',-)!"./
<=>-,?)14@6';3#,64)

A6'BC$6+

S0$/%&"&$'%*T'04()'5*"(*5"0&*
'A*6)/*=;&)*C11*U0/1"%7*
V'%I/%&$'%*"&*:52

,C6H@ CWHC XH>.HD6+H!H

<R&)Y:<(&*!"8*:;<E P"1?"8*H"(&*C0/"*V'%I/%&$'%

W")//%*T''7(*+'&/1N*W")//%N*C&)/%08N*V'L*
P"1?"8L*6/1-*;R<*ZEBZZZL*********************
D$2;2E)*)829)F2G,44,4G

:=&)Y*:Z&)*!"8*:;<E V'04*V'[%&8*C0/"*V'%I/%&$'%
6)/*!"0$&$2/*+'&/1N*\"%&08N*V'L*V'04L*
D$2;2E)1)3;)H2C+64C,>-2

<(&YJ07*@/5&/23/0*:;<E 6$55/0"08*C0/"*V'%I/%&$'%

6)/*V1'%2/1*O"04*+'&/1N*V1'%2/1N*V'L*
6$55/0"08L*6/1-*;B:*=<ZZE;;L***************
D$2;2E)I34G=3G2)6@)#$2)J23'#

<J&)Y<B&)*S#&'3/0*:;<E ,'%/G"1*C0/"*V'%I/%&$'%
]"#4('%^(*+'&/1N*!"$%*@&0//&N*\"1183'A/8N*V'L*
,'%/G"1L*6/1-*;E_*R<J<;:<

:;&)Y::%7*S#&'3/0*:;<E
V1"0/*C0/"*:Z&)*C%%["1*
V'%I/%&$'%

* * * * * * *
6/1-*;=B*=Z:<:_EL*H"018*\$07*!//&$%G*
6)[0(7"8*<R&)*S#&L*"&*:;LJ;L***************
D$2;2E)J3++KL)M6K6=C)N):'22

,C6H@ VS.>6Wa XH>.HD6+H!H

:_&)Y:=&)*!"0#)*:;<E !"1&"*:;<E*CC*V'%I/%&$'%

@/"()/11(*W/('0&*"&*@[%#0/(&N*b"?0"*W'"7N*
b"?0"N*!"1&"L************************************************
O22)999P33;3-#3P6'GP;#)@6')@-K2'

J;&)*!"0#)Y:%7*C50$1*:;<E B<(&*+$G)1"%7*P"&)/0$%G*Q@#'&1"%7K

][08^(*U%%*+'&/1N*!$113[0%*W'"7N*U%I/0%/((N*
@#'&1"%7L*:-K2')64)6=')92>C,#2)%)
999P3-?6$6-,?C3464K;6=CP,2

Z&)YR&)*C50$1*:;<E
=<(&*C%%$I/0("08*V'%I/%&$'%*$%*
60$%$7"7*"%7*6'3"G'

X$(%[*\'8(*V'11/G/N*`O*<ZRN*S`,*@'[&)/0%*
!"$%*W'"7N*V"0'%$N*60$%$7"7L*D$2;2E)*)829)
:'22(6;)%)*)829)J3++,42CC

:Z&)*C50$1Y<(&*!"8*:;<E
:;<E*P'17*V'"(&*V'%I/%&$'%N*
b[//%(1"%7N*C[(&0"1$"

C13/0&*T"&/0?"8(*V'22[%$&8*V/%&0/N*V%0*
@[%()$%/*\1I7*c*+''4/0*\1I7N*!/02"$7*
\/"#)*Q3/)$%7*O"#$A$#*F"$0KN*b[//%(1"%7N*
C[(&0"1$"L*D$2;2E)D$2'2),C)3)O6-=#,64

:Z&)*C50$1Y<(&*!"8*:;<E
B&)*U%&/0%"&$'%"1*V'%I/%&$'%*$%*
C1$#"%&/N*@5"$%

+'&/1*+"4&[(*C13$0N*O('L*,/**1"(*H(&0/11"(N*<<*
C1A"d*7/1*O$N*/1*C13$0N*;JBZ<YC1$#"%&/N*@5"$%L*
D$2;2E)QD6)#$,42)694C2-@)>2)#'=2Q

<Z&)Y:<(&*!"8*:;<E
:J07*U%&/0%"&$'%"1*CC*V'%I/%&$'%*
$%*P0//#/ P0"%7*\1/[*@/"*W/('0&N*H0/&0$"*HI$"N*P0//#/

:Z&)YJ;&)*][18*:;<E
+/"0&*'A*H%G1"%7*J;&)*CC*
V'%I/%&$'%

\$02$%G)"2*!/&0'5'1/*+'&/1N*>"&$'%"1*
HM$3$&$'%*V/%&0/N*\$02$%G)"2N*\_;*<OO

<J&)Y<B&)*S#&'3/0*:;<E
<(&*\$"00$&d*CC*U%&/0%"&$'%"1*
V'%I/%&$'%*$%*F0"%#/

W"7$(('%*\1[*+'&/1N*<*V"00/A'[0*+/11"%&)/N*
V'&/*7/(*\"(e[/(N*=_:;;N*\$"00$&dN*F0"%#/L*
D$2;2E)J3++KL)M6K6=C)N):'22

<Z&)Y::%7*S#&'3/0*:;<E
V'(&"*\0"I"N*@5"$%N*U%&/0%"&$'%"1*
V'%I/%&$'%

P'17/%*\")$"*+'&/1N*CIL*O[/0&'*W$#'*:RN*
6'(("*7/*!"0*QP$0'%"KN*V"&"1'%$"N*@5"$%L*
D$2;2E)I672)34()O2'7,?2

:RHDJ5RS18T)5R8UV8D1R8O)

:RHDJ5RS18T)*<<HRUVW)S181)5R8UV8D1R8O)18)1HVI*8W

:RHDJ5RS18T)5R8UV8D1R8O)*FHR*W

*II)1HVI*8W)5R8UV8D1R8)!"./

Sufficient operating funds, plus an
ample Reserve, should be its
prudent financial principle.

References: 

1. Tradition 7, Twelve Steps 
and Twelve Traditions.

2. Tradition 1, Twelve Steps 
and Twelve Traditions.

3. Bill W. AA Grapevine, Nov.
1957.

Next comes the question of
whether as a whole we should go in
for what amounts to a money
charity to individual newcomers
and their sponsors - via selling of
our books at cost or less.  It is the
responsibility of individual sponsors
and not the groups to buy literature
for new members.

∞∞∞∞∞∞
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General Service Office of Alcoholics Anonymous
Unit 2, Block C, Santry Business Park

Swords Road, Dublin 9
Telephone: (01) 8420700 Fax: (01) 8420703

gso@alcoholicsanonymous.ie

The News Sheet is intended as an aid to SERVICE throughout the Fellowship in Ireland.
Your suggestions as to form and content of the News Sheet will be especially welcome.

Service Structure of The Fellowship in Ireland
Alcoholics Anonymous has been 

called an upside-down organization 
because, as the structure chart

shows, the Groups are on top and the
Trustees at the bottom.

Bill W. wrote in Concept 1 “The AA
Groups today hold ultimate responsibility

and final authority for our world service.....
“.Then in Concept 2, Bill made it clear that

the Groups “delegated to the Conference
complete authority for the active maintenance of

our world service and thereby made the
Conference... the actual voice and effective conscience

for our whole society”. Bill’s early vision was of a
worldwide structure.  However, the Conference structures

in countries outside of the U.S./Canada evolved as
autonomous entities.

AA Conference includes the Board,
the Board Secretary, the four Intergroup
Delegates and Intergroup Secretary
together with our two World 
Service Delegates

Each Group is entitled to
send two GSRs to Area

The Board itself is made up of four Alcoholic
Trustees and three non-Alcoholics Trustees.


